[Epidemiology of COPD in Japan: NICE study (Nippon COPD Epidemiology Study)].
Although chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) has high prevalence and mortality, there are underestimated and many COPD patients still remain not diagnosed worldwide including Japan. In spite of high prevalence in Western countries, it had been reported that COPD patients were estimated about 200,000 in Japan. Here, the prevalence of COPD in Japan is discussed according to the NICE Study.